INTRODUCTION .
The sand bubbler crab, Scopimera inflata H. Milne Edwards, 1837, commonly occurs on east Australian tropical and subtropical beaches, and occa-.
sionally in the lower reaches of estuaries. Its burrows are normally found aggregated in a relatively narrow zone just below high water mark. It emerges onto the sand surface during daytime periods of low tide to feed on organic matter extracted from the surface layers of the sand (Fielder, 1970) . Although it is a common crab and its characteristic burrows make it conspicuous, little is known of its biology and its larval stages are unknown (Fielder, 1970 (Fielder, , 1971 . In fact Scopimera larvae as a whole are poorly known, only the first stage zoea of S. crabicauda Alcock and the complete larval life-history of S. globosa (De Haan) having been previously described by Rice (1976) and Terada (1976) 
RESULTS
Five zoeal stages occurred before the transition moult which occurred in a minimal time of 29 days. Size and proportional measurements of zoeae and megalopae are given in Table I 
